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Upcoming Events… 

1/25-26/17 — Winter        

   Seminar 

2/8/17 — Audio Conference 

2/13/17 — Luncheon Meeting 

2/22/17 — Audio Conference 

Surprise, it is January! The holidays 

flew by and we are settling back in to 

our usual routines. The weather in 

January has certainly been a sur-

prise. It seems like each week has 

been a different season. January 1st, 

Chris and I enjoyed a lovely day at 

the Memphis Zoo. Although over-

cast, it was warm enough for a light 

jacket or sweatshirt.  Five days later, 

we had snow across the state. Then, 

Martin Luther King Jr Day was warm 

with people out in short sleeves en-

joying the day’s activities.  

If you haven’t seen the new Hippo 

Habitat at the Memphis Zoo, I highly 

recommend it. The Hippos have a 

heated pool so you can see them 

year round.  Word of warning: if a 

Hippo points his tail in your direc-

tion, it is in your best interest to 

move away.   

For February’s Community Service 

activity, we are collecting both wish 

list items and monetary donations 

for the Nashville Humane Associa-

tion. Their mission statement is “to 

protect the well-being of animals in 

Davidson County.” You can bring do-

nations to the February 13, 2017 

luncheon meeting or use one of the 

drop-off box locations. We are col-

lecting donations for Book’em at the  

February meeting as well. 

The National AGA Office will be send-

ing out member renewal notices 

soon. This is a good time to update 

your member profile. Also, those 

Nashville Chapter members who re-

new by March 31 and earn 30 or 

more chapter activity points will re-

ceive a refund of $45 on their mem-

bership dues.  

Our chapter nominating committee 

is looking for individuals who would 

like to participate in leadership roles 

for next year. Contact our President- 

Elect Britt Wood if you would like to 

serve or would like more information 

about the various opportunities to 

serve on the chapter leadership 

team. 

Angela 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

2016-2017 Luncheon Meeting Dates 

 

September 12, 2016 

October 10, 2016 

November 7, 2016 

December 12, 2016 

January 9, 2017 

February 13, 2017 

March 13, 2017 

April 10, 2017 

May 8, 2017 

 

 

2016-2017 CEC Meeting Dates 

 

August 10, 2016 

September 8, 2016 

September28, 2016 

November 3, 2016 

December 8, 2016 

January 5, 2017 

February 9, 2017 

March 9, 2017 

April 6, 2017 

May 4, 2017 

2016-2017 Audio Conference Dates 

 

September 14, 2016 — Internal Controls 

October 12, 2016 — Cyber/Big Data 

November 16, 2016 — Fraud Toolkit Case Studies 

December 7, 2016 — Ethics 

February 8, 2017 — GASB 

February 22, 2017 — Fraud/Risk 

March 8, 2017 — Uniform Guidance 

April 12, 2017 — Ethics 

May 17, 2017 — DATA Act 

June 14, 2017 — Fraud/Data Analytics 

 

2016-2017 Conference Dates 

 

January 25—26, 2017 — Nashville Chapter Winter 

 Seminar at the Tennessee Room, William R. 

 Snodgrass Tennessee Tower 

April 5—7, 2017 — Southeast Regional PDT to be 

 hosted by the Coastal Georgia Chapter near 

 Brunswick, Georgia 



 

February Luncheon Speakers  

Eugene Neubert and Buddy Lea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eugene Neubert was appointed Deputy Commission-
er of the Tennessee Department of Finance and Ad-
ministration in September 2015.  In this role he is 
charged with overseeing the day to day operations of 
the department which strives “to provide sound 
stewardship of state assets through good business 
practices and great customer service.”   

From 2007 to 2015, Eugene worked as a part of Ten-
nessee’s public health workforce in the Department 
of Health where he was first appointed Assistant 
Commissioner of the Bureau of Administrative Ser-
vices and then later assumed the role of Acting Depu-
ty Commissioner for Operations in January 2011 be-
fore being permanently appointed to the position in 
February 2012.  In these roles he provided operation-
al oversight to the many programs of the department 
and served as a key advisor to the executive leader-
ship team.   

Prior to joining the Department of Health, Eugene 
worked in the Department of Commerce and Insur-
ance for eight years as a Staff Auditor, Budget Direc-
tor, Chief of Fiscal Services and the Assistant Commis-
sioner for Administration.  Eugene began his state 
service in 1998 with the Department of Employment 
Security as an Unemployment Accounts Auditor.  
Originally from Nashville, Eugene and his wife Tara 
Atwood now reside in Franklin.  Eugene graduated 
from Tennessee Technological University with a bach-
elor’s degree in Accounting in 1997 and attended the 
Tennessee Government Executive Institute at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee, Institute for Public Service in 
2003.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buddy Lea has served as Assistant Commissioner for 
Administration in the Department of Finance and Ad-
ministration since 2006.  Responsibilities in this role 
include the management of the internal support func-
tions of the Department such as the Human Re-
sources Office, Fiscal Office, and Office of Internal Au-
dit.  In addition, Buddy is responsible for the over-
sight of two grant-oriented organizations in F&A – 
The Office of Criminal Justice Programs (OCJP) and 
Volunteer Tennessee (the Tennessee Commission on 
National and Community Service). 

From 2000 to 2006, Buddy served as F&A’s Director of 
Resource Development and Support.  This role includ-
ed statewide oversight of professional services con-
tracting and business process improvement projects 
for various state agencies. 

From 1997 to 2000, Buddy served as Assistant Direc-
tor of the Tennessee Center for Effective Government 
where he was responsible for spearheading the stra-
tegic planning process in the Executive Branch of 
State Government as well as managing and directing 
several statewide projects.  He began his state service 
in 1994 as a Management Consultant with F&A’s 
Office of Audit & Consulting Services until the crea-
tion of the Center for Effective Government in 1997. 

Prior to joining State Government, Buddy worked in 
the financial services industry for 10 years including 
management positions with GE Capital Corporation 
and Bankers Trust, Inc.  Originally from Tullahoma, 
Tennessee, he earned his Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Business Administration and Economics from Van-
derbilt University in 1982, an MBA from Middle Ten-
nessee State University in 1984, and attended the 
Tennessee Government Executive Institute at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee Institute for Public Service in 
1999. 

Eugene Neubert, Deputy Commis-

sioner of Finance & Administration 

Buddy Lea, Assistant Commissioner 

of Finance & Administration 



Committee and Member News 

 

 

Nashville Chapter Awards and Scholarships: Each year, 

the Nashville Chapter presents the Outstanding Achieve-

ment in Government Accountability Award to formally 

recognize an individual or business that has demonstrat-

ed sustained outstanding leadership and notable contri-

butions to financial management, and to encourage in-

creased interest, growth, development and distinctive 

leadership in the field of financial management. Nomi-

nees must have been employed in government service or 

had an influence in governmental accounting at the time 

the work being recognized was performed. Nominees do 

not have to be AGA members. The Chapter will recognize 

the recipient at the Annual Awards Banquet in May. 

Please submit the nomination form found at http://

nashvilleaga.org/awards.html  to 

awards@nashvilleaga.org by March 24, 2017.  
 

The Nashville Chapter awards two types of scholarships 

to local recipients for higher education. We encourage 

our membership to make these known to area high 

schools and colleges. The applications are due on March 

24, 2017 and can be found at http://nashvilleaga.org/

scholarships.html .  

William R. Snodgrass Scholarship: Two $1,000 

awarded to a Middle or West Tennessee, South-

ern Kentucky, or Northern Alabama high school 

senior or college student with a business-related 

major such as accounting, economics, finance, 

information systems, management or marketing. 

Fawn W. Ellis Scholarship: Two $1,000 scholarship 

awarded to an AGA Nashville area chapter mem-

ber, member’s spouse, or member’s child or 

grandchild (any school and any major may apply.) 

National Awards: Applications for the national awards 

to be given in July, 2017, at the Professional Develop-

ment Training (PDT) in Boston, are due to 

awards@nashvilleaga.org by Friday, March 15, 2017. In-

formation on these awards can be found at  https://

www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-

Recognition/National-Leadership-Awards-and-AGA-

National-Awards.aspx .  These include  the following: 

 
Awards Committee 

 Robert W. King Memorial Award 

 Einhorn-Gary Award 

 Frank Greathouse Distinguished Leadership Award 

 Achievement of the Year Award 

 Educator Award 

 International Achievement Award 

 Emerging Leader Award of Excellence 

 Cornelius E. Tierney/Ernst & Young Research Award 

 Relmond P. Van Daniker Government Transparency 

Award 

 Chapter Accountability and Transparency Award 

 Chapter CGFM Award 

 Chapter Education Award 

 Community Service Award 

 Chapter Service Award 
 

National Scholarships are also available at https://

www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-

Recognition/National-Academic-Scholarships.aspx . 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Immediate Past Chapter President 

Penny Austin for being nominated as the Southeast 

Regional Vice President-Elect Designate. We know that 

Ms. Austin will represent the Southeast Region very 

well.  

Membership 

RECRUITING NEW MEMBERS 

As of our January luncheon, our membership count 

was 354.  Continue to share the benefits of AGA 

membership with your coworkers and acquaintances.  

Sponsors receive three points and a $10 gift card! 

NEW MEMBERS 

Bruce Jackson, Metro/Davidson County, Sponsored 

 by Pam Marks 

Andrew Summar, State of Tennessee, Sponsored by  

 Michelle Earhart 

Member News 
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CGFM Committee News 

 

New Year, New CGFM! 
 

Each year, many people make resolutions for the 
New Year. If you are like me, you have made and 
broken so many resolutions over the years that you 
almost want to stop making them in the first place. 
Well, in spite of my own cynicism, I’d like to encour-
age everyone to make a resolution to invest in your 
own professional development this year. Maybe 
there are some training opportunities that you want 
to pursue this year? Maybe you are going to start (or 
continue) pursuing a post-graduate degree? Or may-
be you are going to work towards a professional cer-
tification? If you fall in to the last category, I highly 
recommend the Certified Government Financial 
Manager (CGFM) designation. Combine some study-
ing with the professional experience you already 
possess, and you could be on your way to earning 
the CGFM certification in no time. The CGFM Com-
mittee of the Nashville AGA Chapter is here to help 
support current and future CGFM’s, so let’s get you 
up to speed on the latest news: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Study Guide Lending Library Available 
The Nashville Chapter is proud to offer a lending li-
brary of official CGFM study guides to its members. 
We have the most recent issues of each of the three 
study guides available for chapter members to bor-
row. Save $85 for each study guide you borrow from 
the chapter rather than buying them yourself.  
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
CGFM Exam Subsidies 
The first three members who complete a CGFM 
exam (Part 1, 2, or 3) between now and April 30 
will receive a refund of their exam fee from the 
Nashville Chapter. That is $125, and it is exclusively 
for the first three members who complete a CGFM 
exam. Not quite ready to take an exam, but you are 
still interested in a subsidy? The Nashville Chapter 
will award up to two more exam subsidies at the 
Awards Luncheon in May.  
 

CGFM Study Groups Forming Soon 
Are you having a tough time studying on your own? 
Want a couple friends to prepare for the exams 
with? We will be setting up study groups soon to 
help you on your way to getting the CGFM.  
 
If you have any questions about the CGFM certifi-
cation, study guides, exam subsidies, or anything 
else CGFM, please contact Michael Winston at   
Michael.Winston@tn.gov. 
 
 

 

 

mailto:Michael.Winston@tn.gov


Community Service Event for January 

 



Community Service Event for February 

 



Community Service — Donations Received for Hats, 
Coats, Gloves and Socks Drive 

 



Member Spotlight — Jai Sawlani, CGFM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am the co-chair of the Nashville AGA finance 

committee which, you guessed right, deals with 

some of the financial aspects of the committee 

like collecting cash at events and helping with the 

filing of tax returns.  I was initially hesitant to vol-

unteer for the AGA committee as I was worried 

that it would be too time consuming.  But was I 

wrong, I have enjoyed it thoroughly and love be-

ing part of a nationally recognized organization 

that is actively involved in making the govern-

ment better.  

Despite my Indian background, I was actually 

born in Togo, West Africa and lived most of my 

life in the neighboring Benin.  I never imagined 

that I would one day be in the US but was very 

fascinated by American lifestyle and values from 

reading many books, following the news and hav-

ing done business with Americans for several 

years.  So when I won the visa lottery in 2002 I 

was ecstatic to move here and have never been 

disappointed. 

I proudly served in the US Army from 2005 to 

2009 for the country that has welcomed and 

adopted me with tours in both Iraq and Afghani-

stan under the belt. I joined the Tennessee  

Department of Finance and Administration in 

2013 and primarily deal with the accounting and 

reporting of Federal and Interdepartmental grants 

of fourteen State agencies.  

When I was told about the CGFM certification, I 

was immediately attracted to it because of its rel-

evance in government.  I started studying for it 

right away.  The study guide was easy to under-

stand and interesting to read because everything 

was related to my job.  Studying for the CGFM ex-

am exponentially improved my understanding of 

governmental accounting and answered a lot of 

questions that I had about the things that we do 

in the government.  It not only dealt with ac-

counting but also covered other financial aspects 

of government administration like the budget, 

governance, program performance, and internal 

control.  It also gave me instant recognition within 

my department as they value the certification 

very highly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jai Sawlani, CGFM 



News And Just The Facts 

LUNCHEON / CEC MINUTES 

To read the 

minutes from 

the most recent 

CEC and lunch-

eon meeting, 

please visit the chapter website 

at www.nashvilleaga.org . The 

luncheon minutes will be pre-

sented for approval at the next 

business meeting scheduled for 

February 13, 2017. 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

From time to time departments 

forward job opportunities to the 

Website Committee, which are 

posted for members’ conven-

ience. If you are interested in new 

job offerings or know someone 

who is, go to this link for detailed 

information — http://

nashvilleaga.org/jobs.html  

Editor’s Corner 

We truly enjoy 

reading arti-

cles submitted 

from our 

membership. 

Please share your thoughts and 

ideas or interesting news with 

us by submitting your article to 

Karen.B.Hale@cot.tn.gov no 

later than February 17, 2017 for 

the next edition of our news-

letter. If you have any questions, 

please let me know.  

Thanks! 

Our Current Standing as of December 31, 2016, is as Follows:   

Chapter Recognition Section Points Maximum Percentage 

Chapter Leadership, Planning & Participation 4,450 5,000 89% 

Education & Professional Development 2,875 4,000 72% 

Certification 1,975 4,000 49% 

Communications 3,390 3,000 113% 

Membership 3,300 4,000 83% 

Accountability 850 2,000 43% 

Community Service 3,200 2,000 160% 

Awards 0 1,000 0% 

     TOTALS 20,040 25,000 80% 

CAREER CENTER 

An Benefits Administration Program Director 2 position was recently posted. Qualified and interested candi-
dates should submit a cover letter and resume to the link provided at http://www.nashvilleaga.org/jobs.html  . 

http://api.careerbuilder.com/v1/application/applylink?JobDID=JHN5QF79DVG1N9B1RNK&el=true&TrackingID=4HYJ6K1G&DID=JHN5QF79DVG1N9B1RNK
http://www.nashvilleaga.org/jobs.html


2016-2017 AGA Chapter Leadership Directory 

Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs 
 
Karen B. Hale, MAOM, CGFM 
Communications Chair 
(615) 401-7742 
Karen.B.Hale@cot.tn.gov 
 
Jai Sawlani, CGFM 
Finance Co-Chair 
(615) 532-9738 
Jai.Sawlani@tn.gov 
 
Scarlet Sneed, CGFM, CPA, CFE 
Meetings and Attendance Chair 
(615) 747-5243 
Scarlet.Sneed@cot.tn.gov 
 
Jennifer Whitsel, CPA, CFE, 
CGMA 
Membership Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5265 
Jennifer.Whitsel@cot.tn.gov 
 
Dan Willis, CGFM, CPA, CISA 
Webmaster Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5247 
Daniel.Willis@cot.tn.gov 
 
 

 
 
 
Chapter Address: 
 
AGA Nashville Chapter 
PO Box 198025 
Nashville, TN 37219 
 
Visit the Nashville Chapter web-
site at www.nashvilleaga.org  
 
Visit the National website at: 
www.agacgfm.org  

Two-Year Directors 
 
Keevia Battle, CPA 
Community Service Co-Chair 
(615) 253-1200 
Keevia.Battle@tn.gov 
 
Charlotte Gentry 
Awards Chair 
(615) 253-8515 
Charlotte.Gentry@tn.gov 
 
Donna Nicely 
Early Careers Chair 
(615) 253-5234 
Donna.Nicely@tn.gov 
 
Victor Nwanso 
Corporate Sponsorship Chair 
(615) 532-1827 
Victor.Nwanso@tn.gov 
 
Doreen Zientar, CIA 
Program Co-Chair 
(615) 253-2064 
Doreen.Zientar@tn.gov 

 
Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs 

 
Nathan Abbott, CISA, CFE, EA 
Webmaster Co-Chair 
(615) 401-7842 
Nathan.Abbott@cot.tn.gov 
 
Gerry Boaz, CGFM, CPA, CGMA 
Accountability Outreach Chair 
(615) 747-5262 
Gerry.Boaz@cot.tn.gov 
 
Rachelle Cabading, CFE 
Education Co-Chair 
(615) 401-7841 
Rachelle.Cabading@cot.tn.gov 
 
Eddie D’Ovidio 
Finance Chair 
(615) 741-9812 
Edward.D’Ovidio@tn.gov 
 
John Dunne, CPA, CGMA 
Meetings and Attendance Co-
Chair 
(615) 747-5286 
John.Dunne@cot.tn.gov 

Officers 
 
President 
Angela McElrath-Prosser 
(615) 862-5772 
Angela.Mcelrath@nashville.gov 
 
President-Elect 
Britt Wood, CPA, CFE, CGFM, 
CISA, ACDA 
(615) 401-3006 
Britt.Wood@tn.gov 
 
Immediate Past President 
Penny Austin, CGFM, CPA, CISA 
(615) 401-7838 
Penny.Austin@cot.tn.gov 
 
Secretary 
Donna Jewell, CPA, CFE 
(615) 747-5276 
Donna.Jewell@cot.tn.gov 
 
Treasurer 
Eugene Hampton, II, CGFM, CPA 
(615) 225-3302 
Ehampton@cudrc.com 
 

One-Year Directors 
 
Bridget Carver 
Membership Chair 
(615) 401-7959 
Bridget.Carver@cot.tn.gov 
 
Emily Gray 
Community Service Chair 
(615) 741-1438 
Emily.Gray@tn.gov 
 
Debi Moss 
Program Chair 
(615)  741-0068 
Debi.Moss@tn.gov 
 
Anna Nickell, CPA 
Education Chair 
(615) 747-8795 
Anna.Nickell@cot.tn.gov 
 
Michael Winston, CGFM 
CGFM Chair 
(615) 741-8348 
Michael.Winston@tn.gov 


